Since January 1999 the Consumer Panel of the Cochrane Pregnancy and Childbirth Group (PCG) has provided comments on all drafts of protocols for systematic reviews

and drafts of completed reviews as they have gone through the editorial process, alongside the more conventional peer refereeing. Consumer comments on reviews being updated began in early 2001. PCG Consumer Panel members encourage reviewers to contact them for early input into protocols and updates.

By December 2005, the PCG Consumer Panel had grown with about 70 consumer volunteers in 10 different countries having provided comments on over 400 protocols and reviews.

Common concerns of members of the PCG Consumer Panel include:

· language of the protocols and reviews:

· simplify and avoid jargon

· explain professional terms

· avoid wording that may be insensitive to consumers

· provide greater precision

· clarify apparent contradictions

·  rationale for the reviews:

· use high levels of evidence, including other PCG reviews, to describe background considerations

· clarify the magnitude of the problem being addressed and its impact on mothers and babies

· distinguish conceptually different concerns and break overly broad questions into two or more reviews

· distinguish between circumstances in more and less developed countries

· avoid prejudgments about the safety and effectiveness of the intervention under consideration

· avoid in general routine or widespread use of interventions among well women and infants

·  interventions that should be included in the search and in future research:

· need to more systematically consider the impact of lifestyle interventions

· establish appropriate comparison groups

·  outcomes that should included in the search and in future research:

· more systematically consider potential maternal and infant risks of interventions (both physical and psychosocial), as well as risks for further interventions

· consider mothers’ attitudes and experiences

· consider implications for mother-infant relationships

· consider longer-term outcomes

·  review topic priorities:

· need to give greater emphasis to understanding how to prevent problems

· need to give greater emphasis to understanding low-technology, low-risk solutions to problems

· need to give greater emphasis to understanding indications for interventions.

(Source: Sakala C, Gyte G et al, Birth 28:2 133-137)

The PCG Consumer Panel builds on the principles of the Cochrane Collaboration by:

· fostering collaboration 

· building on the enthusiasm of individuals 

· ensuring relevance 

· continually improving the quality of work 

· enabling wide participation 

The PCG Consumer Panel aims to:

· involve consumers in the production of Cochrane reviews about maternity care

· improve the quality of the reviews

· encourage reviews that are relevant to 

women and their families

Consumers who want to know more, and reviewers who would like early consumer input please contact 

a PCG Consumer Panel Coordinator:

	Europe and developing countries

Gill Gyte
North America
	ggyte@cochrane.co.uk

	Carol Sakala

	sakala@childbirthconnection.org

	Australasia

Dell Horey

	dell@horey.com.au


Or write to: 

PCG Consumer Panel, Cochrane Pregnancy and Childbirth Group, Liverpool Women’s Hospital NHS Trust, Crown St, Liverpool L8 7SS, UK

Cochrane Collaboration Pregnancy 

and Childbirth Group 

PCG

Consumer Panel
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